What Do Good Readers Do to Aid Comprehension?
Elicit answers from the children and help children realize the following points:
· Make connections between what you know and what you read.
· Determine the genre. Recognizing the genre helps the reader make predictions and understand the structure of the passage. For example, in a non-fiction article, the reader will expect to find facts. In a story, the reader will expect a beginning, a middle, and an end.

· Use the context clues strategy to determine the meaning of hard words. Skip the hard word, and read on. Then go back and re-read to determine what would make sense.

· If the passage is too difficult, try to determine the “gist,” by focusing on key words and signal words.

· While reading, ask yourself, “Does this make sense?”
· Re-read small chunks, and ask yourself, “What’s going on?”

· Think about what you are reading and try to put the author’s main points in your own words.
· Think about why the author wrote the selection. Was the purpose to inform, entertain, or persuade the reader.

· Differentiate between fact and opinion. (A fact is true, something that can be easily proven and evident to everyone. An opinion is what someone thinks, which may or may not be true. Opinions usually consist of adjectives and need to be supported by facts in order to be considered true.)
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