Sequence
As an introduction, elicit from the children everything they did today and list these actions on sentence strips or the board.

Create cards with these signal words: First, Next, Then, After that, Later, 
Finally, Last. 

Rewrite (or move the sentence strips) the actions in time order, and label each with the cards.
Explain that you can either use “finally” or “last,” not both, and you can repeat “then,” “next,” and “after that,” if needed, rotating the words.
Define “sequence” as the order in which things happen – the order of events. 

Explain that using the sequence answers the question, “when,” which is part of the setting of a story.
Use the sequence to answer questions with the words, before and after.


Take two actions (in sentence form) and ask, “Which one happens 
first?”


Arrange these sentences in time order and number them – 1, 2.


Write the word “before” between them, saying “1 comes before 2.”


Switch the sentences around. (The second sentence is now first.)


Write the word “after” between them, saying “2 comes after 1.” 


Use these examples to explain the following to the children:



Whatever words follow the word “before,” happen second.


Whatever words follow the word “after,” happen first.
(This is a difficult concept for some children, and they may need several examples from their lives before applying the “before & after” rule to text.)

(M. Podell)
