Making Inferences – Drawing Conclusions

Say the following sentence to the group:


“The man parked his car and rushed into the house.”

Ask the group what they know about the man.


Possible student responses with teacher reactions:



S: “He was rushing.”



T: “That was what I told you.”



S: “He was late for an appointment.”



T: “It’s possible, but we don’t know that for sure.”



S: “There was an emergency.”



T: “It’s possible, but we don’t know that for sure.”
After several responses, ask: “What didn’t I tell you about the man, but what do you know for sure?” 

The answer, “The man can drive,” is an inference. We know it’s true because of the clue, “He parked the car.”
Differentiate between possibilities and what is unspoken, but true.

Explain that an inference is always true, not merely possible.  

Tell the group that the available facts act as clues, and the students’ job is to be a good detective.
Show the group a page of text and point to the white space between the lines. Ask the students what is there. Explain that this is where inferences are “printed.” Their job is to “read between the lines.”
Explain that the students need to use the author’s words as clues, and figure out additional information that the author does not actually tell them.

Possible questions indicating that students need to make inferences or draw conclusions:
Based on what we know, we can infer that . . . 

From what we have read, we can conclude that . . .
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