Main Idea 
Define “main idea.” (the most important idea in the passage; the most important thing the author wants us to know; what the whole passage is about)
List the questions that ask you to find a main idea, such as the following: 

What is another title?


What is the whole passage about?


What is the most important idea in this passage?

What is the main idea of this passage? 

Use the “PITS.” 


Write vertically: P






       I




       T




       S


Read and discuss the meaning of “pits.” (holes in the ground, hence 


the expression, “This is the pits;” seeds that can be planted)


Elicit, from the children, how they know what the whole passage is 


about. 


Guide them to answer “pictures,” “introduction,” “title,” and 



sentences” in any order. 



(“Introduction” may be hard, but provide a sentence to 



guide them, such as “read this passage about bats and 



answer the questions.” The children should determine 



that part of those “directions” acts as an introduction.)



(For “sentences,” indicate that usually the first and/or last 


sentences provide the main idea of the passage.)


Write their answers next to the corresponding letters in “pits.”


Refine the definition of “seeds,” and tell the children that by using 


“the pits” they will grow and develop as good readers.























(M. Podell)

