Main Idea & Supporting Details

Techniques / Images for teaching:

1) Use the image of a house:


After reading a passage, elicit facts or details from the passage, and 


list these on the board or write on sentence strips.


Ask: “What is a general statement that you can make about most of 


these facts?”


Draw a roof (just two sides of a triangle) and write this statement on 


the lines forming the roof.


Draw vertical lines as supports for this roof, and, with the children, 


determine which facts or details can “hold” up the roof.


Rewrite, label with a “d,” or move the sentence strips to “hold” up the 


roof.


Tell the children that these details are the supporting details because 


they support or hold up the main idea.


If there are extra details that don’t fit with the main idea, place them 


as flowers, trees, or bushes around the house, and tell the 



children that these details just add extra color.

2) The image of a hand:


Hold up your hand.


Ask: “What is the most important finger?” (the thumb)


Explain: 



We can use our thumb to indicate the main idea or topic 



sentence.



Since the fingers on our hand work together, the next 3 fingers 


act as details and can be labeled in several ways, such as “first, 


next, then” or “for example, also, in addition.” 



Our pinky finger acts as our ending or conclusion. (Make a fist 


and connect the pinky with the thumb.)
(For more detail, see “Teaching Writing using ‘The Hand’” in the Teacher Resource section of the Language Arts Modules.)
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