Interpreting Figurative Language
Definition

Figurative language is speech that contains images ( imagery). It’s a way of painting a picture with words. It is never meant to be interpreted literally. The writer describes something through the use of unusual comparisons -- comparisons between different things -- for effect, interest, and to make things clearer. 
Examples of Figurative Language
 *Simile- a poetic comparison using like or as -- Examples of similes:







       He is as busy as a bee
They are like two peas in a pod
*Metaphor- a poetic comparison between two unlike things that does not use the words like or as --  Examples of metaphors:
She is a graceful swan
They are honey from the honeycomb
*Personification- metaphor in which human characteristics are given to nonhuman things –Examples of personification:
The wind whispered to them as they ran through the woods
The leaves danced in the wind  

Idioms—expressions that can never be taken literally --Examples of idioms:






    It’s raining cats and dogs.
He has cold feet.






(M. Podell)
