Guided Reading
Before the Lesson:
· Determine children’s skill needs (using informal assessments and/or Benchmarks) to form the foundation of a guided reading group and/or to provide additional practice with a particular skill.

· Choose text material that children can read with 90-94% (A-K) or 95-97% (L+) accuracy and that provides an example of the skill to be reinforced. The skills should be embedded in the text.  (See “Text Gradient” from Guiding Readers and Writers by Fountas & Pinnell, p. 228) for a chart with guided reading levels. Use 95-100% or 98-100% accuracy for limited comprehension at A-K or L+, respectively.) 
The Lesson: (Emergent & Beginning Readers)
1) Introduce the book, using the front & back cover, including the title. Provide a brief summary and do a “picture walk.”

2) Shared read the text. Point out hard words to scaffold/support their reading. Use oral language/conversation. Relate to the print or give children the “job” to discover. This is a “sampling” of words, depending on the children’s background knowledge. (Only the teacher has the book, but is holding it so the children can see the words & pictures.) 

3) Put a book in front of the children and say, “When I give you the book, point to the title and re-read it. Then turn to the title page and start reading.

Depending on the group and the text, either let them read the full book or “chunk” the reading (e.g. first 2 pages). If some children finish before others, tell them to go back and re-read, thinking about their “job.”
· While children are reading, watch to see who needs support and encourage risk taking.
· Choose 3 children to make notes on.
4) Discuss the book and the reading, asking: Who had trouble with a word? What did you try? How did you help yourself? How did you know? 

5) End the session with the question: What did we learn?
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