Compare & Contrast
Draw a Venn Diagram on the board or on chart paper, and label the two circles (on the outside of the diagram), using two terms from any area that the children are familiar with.

[Examples of the two terms that could be used are: the names of two children in the class, two different types of weather, two different animals, or any two related concepts from the content areas]

Ask the children if they’ve ever seen this diagram before. (Most likely, as soon as you draw the two circles, they will know what they represent.) 
Ask the children what the center, inter-locking area represents. If they don’t know, tell them it means “the same” – how both terms/concepts are alike or similar. (Label this area on the outside.) 
Next, ask the children what the outer areas of the circles represent. If they don’t know, tell them it means “different” – how the two terms/concepts are not alike or different. (Label these areas on the outside.) 

Then, with the children’s help, begin filling in the diagram, starting with how the terms/concepts are alike. Tell the children that when we note similarities, we are comparing.
After that, with the children’s help, continue filling in the outer parts of the diagram, noting how the terms/concepts are different. Tell the children that when we note differences, we are contrasting.

It’s important to write the differences as a parallel set of information, on the same line, but in different circles. For example, when contrasting apples and oranges, the first difference, in the “apple” circle, could be “smooth skin.” The parallel difference, in the “orange” circle would then be “bumpy skin.”  
Children should then be guided to use the Venn diagram to apply the concept of compare & contrast, or similarities & differences to a reading passage.
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