Guidelines for Centers
Below are a few guidelines to keep in mind when planning centers.

· The teacher should be working with a guided reading group during center time.

· In general, a writing center, a listening center, and a word work center should be included.
· Skills and strategies are reinforced through the centers.

· There must be relevance – how will this task help the children understand the skill or strategy?
· There must be accountability – how do we know if the children understood and were able to complete the task?
· The tasks must be authentic – if choices are part of the task, children should give reasons for any choices they make.

· Centers do not all have to relate to the same theme or the same Scott Foresman story.

· Centers could be related to previous lessons, as reinforcement.
· Centers could be used to apply previous teaching – it’s an opportunity to practice what was taught.

· A “word work” center could include vocabulary, sight words, or decoding work, depending on the needs of the children.
· Sometimes groups will “rotate” through all of the centers during the week, but this is not always necessary. Instead, it’s more important to meet children’s individual needs for practice and reinforcement.
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