Cause & Effect

     1)  Draw a vertical line on a chart, or fold a piece of blank paper in half.

On the right-hand side, write: “What happened?”
2)  Ask the students to tell you something that happened, and write it under the question, in the right-hand column.

3)  On top of the left-hand column, write: “Why?”
4) Ask the students to tell you why this event happened, and write it, exactly as they say it, under the question, in the left-hand column. (The students will most likely use the word, “because,” when responding to a “why” question. Make sure to write “because.”
5) Repeat Steps 1-4 a few times and underline “cause” in the word, “because.”  (because)
6) Explain that the left-hand column is called “the cause” because it causes or makes something happen. This “something” is listed in the right-hand column and is called “the effect.” 

7) Write “cause” above “why,” and write “effect” above “what happened.” Draw an arrow from the word, “cause,” to the word, “effect.”(This visualization is important.)
8) Explain that the cause answers the question, why, and the effect answers the question, what happened.
9) Explain that “cause & effect” is a special kind of sequence. The cause always comes first and the effect always comes second. (As you say this, write “1” next to “cause,” and “2” next to “effect.”)
10)   Repeat, for emphasis, “The cause makes the effect happen.”
11)   Add that sometimes there is more than one cause, or more than one effect, and sometimes the effect becomes a new cause. Illustrate this by re- writing the effect as the next cause and then write a new effect.
(M. Podell)
